It consists in the audibility of the heart sounds and the inspiratory murmur over three or four of the abdominal quadrants. The heart-sounds are somewhat distant, and suggestive of the foetal heart-sounds ; the inspiratory murmur can sometimes be heard with quiet respiration, and sometimes only when the patient breathes more deeply. The sign seems occasionally to be present in patients showing marked intestinal distension without peritonitis. It was found in the only case of intra-peritoneal haemorrhage examined.
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